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Experience is often the best teacher. The
essence of Boys State is a program in which
participants learn about leadership by becom-
ing a mock government.

This technique, which we refer to as learn-
ing-by-doing, was the ioal Legionnaires Hayes
Kennedy and Harrold L. Card wanted to reach
when they founded Boys State in Illinois in
1935. Kansas was the fifth state in the country
to adopt this program.

Since 1937 Kansas Boys State has brought
together young men from all over the state.
Our mission is to provide a relevant, interac-
tive, problem-solving experience in leader-
ship and teamwork that develops self-identity,
promotes mutual respect, and instills civic
responsibility.

The Kansas program is unique in how it uses
an interactive computer simulation to facilitate
our mission. This simulation allows delegates
to choose which issues they want to address.

The action of changing taxes, hiring police
and educators, and passing bills in the llzgisla-
ture have a direct impact on everyone in the
simulation.

Delegates are provided feedback about proj-
ects completed at the city, county, and state-
level about their performance. Also, within
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the program, we have the Media and Highway
Patrol.

The Media reports on everything happening
at state and hosts the state officer debate.

The Highway Patrol works within the simu-
lation to assist in enforcing laws that are cre-
ated by the legislature. In the history of the
program, only two sessions have been canceled
first for World War 2 in 1945 and last year due
to COVID. Boys State Alumni have become
City Mayors, State Senators, College Student
Body Presidents, and most importantly leaders
in their community.
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The Debates for elected government positions will be
held on Tuesday August 3rd. If you want to submit a debate
question...
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Welcome to Boys State

By Tom Wierman
Executive Director

First and foremost,
welcome! Than -
ou for choosing
o become a Boys
Stater. It has beén
785 days since the
2019 séssion ended.

Not a sin%Ie
month in the last
two years has gone
by without a meet-
ing or conference
call.

Two days aéo, the .
majority of Counselors and Advisors ar-
rived with 1great anticipation for the 83rd
session of Kansas Boys State. Parents,
teachers, High School Counselors, Legion
Posts, individuals and other groups, includ-
ing the incredible staff of our host, Kansas
State University, have spent countless hours
preparing for this week.

All of this work has been for you, the
Staters of 2021! In just a few short dagrs_, the
work, the failures, the successes, the friend-
ships, the memories you have lived will be
written in Bo%rs State'history, a history that
in Kansas, dates back to 1937. The story of
2021 is now yours to write!

All that you have learned, all that you
have done, all that others have done for you
has brought you to this place, at this time.
In front of you are OEportumtles, challeng-
es and experiences that you may never have
encountered in your life. .

You have the complete confidence and
su]%port of everyone who has helped you
to’become a Boys Stater. This is your'one
chance. '

This is your time. Vow to Kourself that
you will make the most of this chance, that

ou will leave after Closing Ceremonies

nowing that you have just experienced the

Interested in Journalism
or Reporting?

Apply for the position
Tonight!
There will be two
delegates per county

A Fresh Start, With
Fresh Challenges

By Justus Schremmer
Media Counselor

For all of us on staff, this years session is
the culmination of a long, nearly two year
process. It has been a large hill to climb, but
now we're here.

This program has been built on the tradi-
tions of those that came before us that we
have carried forward.

However, recent events have put us all in
a unique postition. We now have the oppor-
tunity to make new traditions, and set new
standards for those who come after us.
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New Cities

By Justus Schremmer
Media Counselor

This year, to honor two of the most respected
names in our programs history, we are intro-
ducing the cities of Lindholm, in McArthur
County, and Schoemaker, in Powell County.

The city of Schomaker is named after Chuck
SchoemaKer, the former American Legion
Commander. He is currently here as an advisor
and we are happy to have him back.

The city of Lindholm is a postumous honor to
John Lindholm, WWII veteran, KSU professor,
and Boys State advisor for over 25 years.

John Lindholm Chuck Shoemaker

Troughout the week, The Staters Union will
be publishing profiles on the Leggionare and
friends of the program.




